
 BY KERNAN ANDREWS 

 Galway enjoys wide 
support for its European 
Capital of Culture bid, and 
has the potential to host an 
event of this magnitude. 
However Galway 2020’s 
lack of detail and plans 
on the all-important 
‘European Dimension’ 
has been criticised by the 
capital of culture selection 
panel. 

 T h e  ‘ E u r o p e a n 
Dimension’ will have to 
be addressed in the next 
bid-book to come before 
the capital of culture 
selection panel ahead of 
its final decision. However 
all three Irish bids were 

lacking in this regard, 
and it is a matter there 
is time to address. The 
main concern for Galway 
will be Limerick, with the 
selection panel noting 
approvingly how that city 
was already a ‘national 
capital of culture’ in 2014. 

 L a s t  N o v e m b e r , 
Galway, Limerick, and a 
joint bid from Wexford, 
Waterford and Kilkenny 
- dubbed The Three 
Sisters - were shortlisted 
for the European Capital 
of Culture 2020 status. 
The following month, the 
ECOC selection panel 
produced a  Selection of 
The European Capital of 
Culture in 2020 in Ireland- 

The Selection Panel’s 
report Pre-Selection Stage , 
outlining the strengths 
and weaknesses of the 
various bids, and what 
it expects from the three 
contenders in their next 
bid-books. 

 Regarding Galway’s 
bid, the report noted 
the “enthusiasm” of the 
Galway 2020 presentation 
team, and praised their 
“ability to take on board 
new ideas and respond 
to sometimes critical 
comments”,  as well 
as the level of public 
consultation which had 
been undertaken. It 
praised a number of its 
proposals and recognised 

“the ambition of the region 
in developing its cultural 
and social offers”. It also 
said the “overall proposed 
budget is sound at this 
stage”. 

 The report remarked 
that the Galway 2020 bid 
had “clear support at 
political and executive 
levels”, and highlighted 
as  “an  except ional 
statement of intent and 
support”, the Galway 
business community’s 
agreement “to an increase 
in the business rate, on the 
condition it is used for the 
ECOC”. 

— Continued on next 
page

High praise for Galway’s 2020 bid, but 
concerns that ‘European dimension’ is lacking
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          One of Irelands Luxury Hotels

View online Now at www.meadowcourthotel.com
Call us on 091-841051     Email us meadowcourthotel@eircom.net

The soft glow of flickering candles, 
the warmth of open fires, an oasis of style and elegance, 
this hotel is the jewel in the crown of your wedding day. 

Wedding Packages from €35.95pp

The Galway 2020 team celebrate being shortlisted late last year.

INTRODUCING THE NEW

www.hiddenhearing.ie

FREE* Ear Wax Removal
(Value up to €60)

Ear Wax Removal Specialist
Barry Humphreys

Tuesday 26th January

21 Eyre Square, Galway
Phone:  091 539 230

Phone to book your Free Wax Removal

*Free to persons over 55 years of age, €50 to those under 55 years of age Ref: GWWX0116

ST. PAT’S

THE BISH
Junior School For

  PRO DEO      E
T PATRIA

PAT R IC IAN  SCHO O L

Enrolment: 2nd - 6th classes (all Pupils welcome)
Contact: Mr Daniel Whelan, Principal

Telephone: 091 568707       Mobile: 087 4389066
Email: stpatsoffi  ce@eircom.net

Web: www.saintpatricksgalway.com

Th e Bish
• Priority Enrolment to St Joseph’s College
• Wide range of Sporting Activities
• Computer Room/Classroom Interactive 
   Whiteboards
• After School Homework Club and Activities
• Patrician Brass Band and School Choir
• Book Rental Scheme
• New Multi-Purpose Room
• Primary Debating Champions
• School Garden

Scoil Phádraig
Naofa,

Lombard Street,
Galway.

OPEN DAY
21st February 

12.30 - 2.30pm

StPatsGalway
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See the full  range 
o f  q u a l i t y  I r i s h 
manufactured suites at 
An Siopa Troscan, where 
all the suites can be made 
to order. The full range of 
styles covers everything 
from contemporary to 
traditional.

Pictured is the Róisin 
suite, now an amazing 
€1,769,  was €2,399. 
Customers who require 

orthopaedic support 
are catered for, with 
custom made orthopaedic 
chairs available. Siopa 
Troscán also offers a 
choice of density foams 
available on all suites. 
Suites can be customised 
to order by individual 
customers to meet their 
own requirements, and 
all fillings and cushions 
are of  the highest 

quality, fibre-filled duck 
down, and meet all fire 
safety standards and 
regulations. Aquaclean 
T e c h n o l o g y  a l s o 
available. 

S u p p o r t i n g  I r i s h 
manufacturers and Irish 
jobs, the staff aim to 
make a house your dream 
home, with prices you will 
not lose sleep over.

Siopa Troscán is 

located at An Fuarán 
i n  Moycul len .  For 
more information call 
(091) 868992, see www.
siopatroscan.ie, or follow 
the store on Facebook 
for the latest offers 
which include 20 per 
cent off Irish made Respa 
mattresses. 

An Siopa Troscán, Moycullen.
 Photo: Mike Shaughnessy.

January sale now on 
at An Siopa Troscan, 
Moycullen

The Energy Savings 
and Home Improvement 
Show, hosted by Your 
Energy, and offering a 
variety of money saving 
opportunities, will take 
place in the Menlo 
Park Hotel on Saturday 
January 30 and Sunday 
January 31 from 10am 
until 5pm. Entry is free 

to the public. Whether 
you are building a new 
house or upgrading your 
existing home, this show 
comes at a perfect time to 
maximise value for your 
money.  

The show will host 
stands in various areas 
and experts will be on 
hand to answer your 

queries. This is an ideal 
opportunity to bring 
along any plans, sketches, 
pictures, or queries you 
may need answered, 
or details of what you 
are thinking in terms 
of an upgrade or new 
build. Exhibitors will be 
displaying products and 
doing demonstrations 

at the show to give 
visitors a more detailed 
understanding.

People visiting this 
show, looking to invest 
in the perfect device or 
system for them to save 
money and improve their 
lifestyle, will benefit 
significantly. Whether 
it is heating, insulation, 

extensions, windows/
doors  upgrades or 
repairs, water savings/
quality, solar/PV, efficient 
fuels, natural products, 
instant hot water taps, 
thermal imaging, or 
leak detection, the show 
will have all these areas 
covered and much more. 

At the show people can 
expect to save even 
more with specific show 
offers and discounts and 
grants available from 
businesses. 

Check out  www.
yourenergy.ie for more 
information or find Your 
Energy on Facebook.

Y o u r  E n e r g y  i s 
supporting Hand in Hand 
Children’s Cancer Charity 
which provides services 
nationwide. See www.
handinhand.ie for more 
information. 

Free Energy Savings and Home 
Improvement Show

In association with

Pick up a copy of next week’s 
Oranmore Advertiser 

(inside the Galway Advertiser, Thursday January 21st)

To promote your business in this 
month’s supplement please contact

Kenneth Kelly, 091 530954
Fiachra on 091 530952
by Monday 18th January. 

Published on the third Thursday of the month, The Oranmore Advertiser 
includes news/photos from the Oranmore area as well as information 

on local businesses, showcasing all that Oranmore has to offer. 
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